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Furniture With a Track Record 
Historic Utah rail trestle finds new life in America's backyards 

Sit right down and revel in this tale of railroad adventure, of engineering marvels, of a man with a bold 
vision and a bit of pluck and another with the cash to see that far-fetched idea blossom into reality. 

And if you're sitting on a chair or bench made by Trestlewood Furniture Co., you're enjoying a small 
piece of railway history, thanks to the vision of a third man seeking to preserve that heritage. 

When the 102-mile Lucin Cut-Off between Lucin and Ogden, Utah, opened in 1904, it culminated 
nearly three years' intense labor. More than 3,000 men toiled around the clock on the line, working 
with steel, stone and wood to traverse desert flats and the imposing Great Salt Lake. The line's 
centerpiece was a 12-mile wood trestle across the heart of the lake, buoyed by huge wood piles resting 
on a crust of salt, soda and gypsum that formed the lake bed. 
Naysayers to the project were numerous. The construction would be too difficult with the uncertain 
lake terrain, some said. The heavy salt water would tear away the embankments. Harsh winds would 
endanger the stability of the trestles. 

But the decades-long dream of William Hood, chief engineer for the Southern Pacific railroad, could 
not be denied. And when Edward H. Harriman assumed control of Southern Pacific, Hood found a 
man ready to listen. 

By all accounts, the Lucin Cut-Off proved a success. The line cut 43 miles and several hours off the 
previous route while avoiding steep mountain passes. 
After five decades of use, the line was taken out of service in 1959 and turned over to salvagers in 
1993. 

Gary Evershed grew up in the shadow of the trestle, motoring around the lake in a boat he and his 
friends built. Years later, when Evershed found out the trestle was being dismantled, he contacted the 
salvage company to check on the availability of wood for projects of his general contracting company, 
Lowell Construction. 

He later bought some fir pilings and redwood decking that can be found at the Ogden Nature Center. 
During the project, Evershed realized that many smaller pieces of this beautiful old-growth redwood 
were being discarded, and the idea for Trestlewood Furniture was born. 
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Trestlewood owns more than 600,000 usable board feet of redwood that formed the decking of the 
trestle, enough wood to frame about 55 average-size houses. That wood also will make up about 4,000 
units of each of Trestlewood's products. 

Hood might have been proud of Evershed's "eureka" moment, but Evershed dismisses comparisons. 
"The scale of the project certainly is different," Evershed said. "To a certain extent, maybe it's a 
lineage. I'm a builder - I take an idea and give it substance." 

Evershed never dreamed he would be sharing parts of his boyhood playground with homeowners 
around the country. He could not have foreseen that the historic trestle of the Lucin Cut-Off and his 
love for railroads (his favorite uncle was a locomotive mechanic) would merge in Trestlewood 
Furniture, which he owns with his wife, Paula. 

When the company that was dismantling the trestle contacted Evershed, the builder found redwood 
decking covered with tar and studded with spike holes and imbedded rocks. But processing the wood 
revealed the rich patina of the old-growth redwood underneath - good enough for its original intent as 
redwood siding but even better suited for the furniture Trestlewood is making. 

"The history is what got me," said Evershed, 45. "I have the unique opportunity to share this history of 
the West with a rich, interesting story behind it." 

A staggering job 

The enormous task of building the Lucin Cut-Off is enough to seal its place in railroad history. 

The cut-off was designed to circumvent the steep mountain grades near Promontory, the place the 
Golden Spike was driven to join the ends of the transcontinental railroad in 1869. The Central Pacific, 
forerunner to the Southern Pacific, was part of that project, building from the west to meet the Union 
Pacific, which was building from the east. 

But even before the Golden Spike was hammered home, Hood already was thinking about the next 
step - traversing the Great Salt Lake itself. So when Harriman gave the go-ahead on the 102-mile line 
in November 1901, Hood quickly put his plan into action. 

Due to the expanse and complexity of the project, Southern Pacific did most of the work itself. 
Machinery was built to drive 25,000 huge piles into place for the temporary and permanent trestles; 
between 800 and 1,000 dump cars were secured with 80 locomotives to drive them all; steam shovels 
were built to scoop up fill material; a steamboat was constructed as a supply ship; and a small army of 
men was required. 

Work started in earnest the following February, according to the January 1906 issue of The Century, 
which covered the building of the Lucin Cut-Off and its early success in great detail. Men were paid $2 
a day for unskilled labor in the gravel pits and dump trains to $4.50 for skilled mechanics, carpenters, 
bridge workers and engineers. They worked in 10-hour shifts, day and night, seven days a week. 

The most vexing problem occurred in the fill for the permanent trestle. Tons of rock and dirt seemingly 
disappeared when poured into the Great Salt Lake. In several places, fill material could be traced for 

http://www.mattbolch.com/?q=node/17 



http://www.mattbolch.com/?q=node/17 

more than 300 feet on each side of the track. The solution? Bigger rocks, which were poured into the 
drink in record numbers. 

Memories worth saving 

Passenger trains first traveled between Lucin and Ogden on Sept. 18, 1904, following a six-month test 
for freight cars. 

One year after opening, the Lucin Cut-Off cost $61,000 less a month to operate than the old line - even 
though it was carrying more traffic. 

"When you sit in the observation car and gaze at these miles of fill and trestle, you will not see a 
strikingly spectacular piece of engineering accomplishment, but you will see the monument of one of 
the greatest exhibitions of pluck and endurance ever made," Oscar King Davis wrote in The Century. 
Jamie Reid, librarian for the Southeastern Railway Museum in Duluth, said that preserving historical 
archives, photos and records from abandoned lines is more important than trying to save every station, 
every trestle, every piece of track. 

"The maintenance (of the trestle) would be a nightmare, and the utility of it is gone," Reid said. "It's 
important to remember the work, the laborers and that type of thing." 

Trestlewood Furniture currently is available through Robert Redford's Sundance mail-order catalog 
and through the Phillips Gallery in Salt Lake City. But distribution will be expanded to casual furniture 
dealers in select markets, said Steve Volpin, marketing director for the company. 

Evershed said he expects the inventory to last four to five years. But he has other ideas for the future: 
Hundreds of acres of urban forests are taken down each year as new malls, apartment complexes, 
business offices and general urban sprawl consume formerly virgin landscape. There's prime wood for 
the taking to make tables, chairs and benches. Evershed has even been toying with the name of 
Trestlewood's successor - Urban Forest Furniture. 
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